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— — O Walpole}, . ĩð— 
The fireams of ROYAL BOUNTY, turn'd by thee, 
Refreſh the dry domains of Piety. | 
Be this thy Courtly ſmile, from cenſure free; 
'Twas meant for ſervice when it fell on me. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following authentic account 
of the origin of the Regium Donum, 
taken, for the moſt part, from the Lon- 


don Magazine of 1774, is now reprinted 


in conſequence of ſeveral letters on that 
ſubject, which lately appeared in one of 
the Morning Papers F—the Editor has 


been confidently aſſured, that the ac- 


count itſelf was written by a learned 
Doctor, of the Independent intereſt, now 
living; and it ſeems to carry with it 
every mark of coming from ſo relpec- 
table a quarter. 


Londen, 
Cel. 1, 1792. 


„See the Appendix. 
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AN 


ADDRESS, Oc. 


© ren condutt of Eſau in ſelling his 
birthright has, to the diſhonour of hu- 
man nature, been but too cloſely imitated. 
The queſtion - Hat erxoriT Hall this birth 
right do to me? is the language of a corrupt 
heart, that neither feels the value of inde- 

pendence, nor poſſeſſes any regard for the 
liberties of mankind. It is a lamentable 
conſideration, that in all countries there 
have been found men deſtitute of the love 
of freedom, and ready to ſacrifice at the 

ſhrine of ſelf-intereſt, the deareſt rights of 
their fellow citizens; who have not only 
become the pliant inſtruments of uſurped 
power, but have even forged thoſe chains 
which were to hold their poſterity in the 

molt ahjett ſlavery. e 
43 5 The 


„ 


The conduQ of thoſe diſſenting miniſters 


who firſt accepted what is called the Regium 


Donum, is ſaid to bear a ſtrong reſemblance 
to that of Eſau. There 1s evidently to be 


Teen as much ſervility of mind, and an equal 


debaſement of charaQer : but the com- 
pariſon fails when we think of its effects on 
the intereſt and reputation of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters. It is wonderful how ſo diſ- 
graceful a circumſtance ſhould have re- 
mained ſo long unexamined, and it can only 


be accounted for by ſuppoſing the great 


body of the Diſſenters totally unacquainted | 
with it. The deſign of the following pages, 


therefore, is to bring the ſubjett properly 
before them: to deſcribe its origin and 


influence; and to make the whole ſo gene- 


rally known, that no Difſenter may plead 
Ignorance of the fact. 


The origin of the Regium Donum, was 
in April, 1723—Fatal era! for then, pro- 
teſtant diſſenting miniſters firſt became {tate 


penſioners, and miniſterial tools, At that 


time the Diſſenters expected, what, for years 
belore they had juſtly merited of the Brunl- 
wick 


n REL D682 
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wick line—a complete reſtoration of all 
their natural rights, and religious privi- 
leges. They had often reaſon to complain 
of biſhops and ſtateſmen, for violating their 
agreements and promiſes in former reigns ; 
but under GEorcE the wile and ſteady, they 
depended on obtaining the repeal of every 
ſtatute, which infringed the right of private 
judgment, violated. the liberty of con- 
ſcience, and made odious diſtinctions be- 
tween one good ſubject and another. 

Sir Robert Walpole was then chancellor 
of the exchequer—a ſtateſman, who knew 
too well, for the real intereſts of his country, 
the paſſions which are moſt apt to be pre- 
dominant in the heart, and whom no man 
ever equalled in the application of gold. 
By this, he daily couverted his enemies into 
friends, and ſo charmed even the flaming 
votaries of liberty, diſſenting miniſters not 
excepted, as to reconcile them to corrup= 
tion, and even to court fetters, and rejoice 
in them. He had obſerved from year to 
year, the wonderful effects which the ſmiles 
of the treaſury bench had on all ranks of 

| men; 


(8 ] 
men; and finding that the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, after being years trifled with, were 
moving in earneſt to obtain deliverance 
from their bondage, he cloſeted a few of 
their miniſters, whom he thought to have 
the moſt influence among their brethren, 
and who would beſt anſwer his purpoſes. 


In their preſence, he wore the maſk of 


friendſhip and ſan&ity—he complimented 


them on their great abilities—aſſured them 


he had the hearticſt zeal for the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters and their intereſts—lamented the 
poverty and {mall incomes of many of their 
miniſters through the kingdom, and that 
any laws ſhould hang over their heads. 
The reverend gentlemen (like their ſuc- 
ceſſors of the preſent day) were ſoon over- 
powered with his condeſcenſion, eloquence, 
and goodneſs. He then declared his rea- 
dineſs to ſerve them any way, even in par- 
liament, for the repeal of the cruel ſtatutes 
againſt them; but the preſent ycar, 1723, 
« was a very improper time—he, the greate/t 

friend they had, would not adviſe them to 
apply that ſeſſion: if they did, it would 
greatly injure, if not ruin the cauſe; but 
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the poſtponing it would greatly promote its 
ſucceſs in a future period. A reſpettful 
poſtponing of it is very likely to obtain its 
ſucceſs; whereas to bring it on without any 
regard to circumitances, or contrary to the 
advice of the beſt judges and their moſt 
able advocates, might be called raſhneſs, 
and would do diſhonour to the cauſe.” — 
The language of courtiers and their tools, 
is the ſame from one generation to another. 


To enforce this reaſoning, he drew C. 500 
out of the Treaſury, by a warrant payable to 
a ſurgeon, and which was paid by another 
agent into the hands of nine miniſters. The 
bait was, „Pray, receive this for the uſe and 
comfort of the widows of diſſenting miniſters, 


TILE ADMINISTRATION CAN MORE EFFEC= 


TUALLY SERVE YOUR Aus; but a ſtrict 
charge was given with the money, that the 
matter ſhould be kept very ſecret. Grateful 
Sir Robert! to conceal the virtues of his 
royal maſter, and not ſuffer his favourites 
ſo much as to ſpeak of this conſiderable 
taſte of royal bounty, which was alſo pro- 
miled to be annual. 


Very 


8 


Very ſoon afterwards, the crafty ſlateſ- 


man, finding that this money had produced 


juſt the ſame effects in the converſation of 


theſe diſſenting clergy, as benefices, and 
biſhoprics, always had done with reſpect to 
many ecclefiaſtical members of the eſtabliſh- 
ment, he doubled the penfion, and ordered 
that C. 500 half yearly, ſhould be paid to 
thoſe nine miniſters, and with larger powers, 
« to be applied to ANY USES as the diſtribulors 
ſhould think proper.” The ſorm of the war- 
rant was, and ſtill is, © without being ac- 


_ countable to his majeſty's exchequer.”” Ac- 


cordingly, theſe royal almoners, alias Regium 
Donum men, equally divided the ſum, and 


each perſon diſpoſed of his dividend as he 


_ pleaſed. 


Thus, a miniſter of ſtate triumphed over 
many miniſters of religion, if not over the 
whole diſſenting intereſt in the kingdom! 
Many reverend and religious men now 
bowed weekly before his golden image ! 
Walpole had but to ſpeak, and they were 
fulent as to their RIGHTS; or, as hirelings, 
they executed his orders in city and coun- 

try, 
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try, particularly in the election of repre- 


ſentatives. Authentic documents can be 


produced of the Regium Donum men recom- 
mending to their country brethren, as fit 
repreſentatives, RAXK Tor1Es (but Walpole's 
creatures) men, who had even voted againſt 
the repeal of the Teſt Af, in oppoſition to 


Whigs candidates, who had exerted them 


lelves in parliament to obtain it. 


Some ſew years after, for their good ſer- 


vices to adminiſtration, and to enable them 


to do more, the ſum was encreafed, and ad- 


vanced to Z.850 half yearly: this is the 


preſent value of the treaſury warrant, but 
there are large fees and other deductions. 
As there is no account required of the 
almoners, ſo the treaſury knowing their 


care, diligence, and fidelity, leave them to 
fill up the vacancies occaſioned by death. 
This makes many of their city brethren to 


pay them uncommon reſpect, and bow 
humbly before them, hoping in time to be 
nominated, and ſuccced to the very honour- 


able, if not profitable, poſt. 


We 


2 ] 

We have now ſeen their condu@ in 1723 
—they played the ſame part in 1732. The 
Diſſenters at that time would have been 
unanimous in applying for the repeal of the 
Corporation and Teſt Ads THE REPROACH 
OF A PROTESTANT STATE! had it not been 
for the arts and influence of the royal almo- 
ners. The pamphlets written at that time 
againſt the propoſed application, were in- 
duſtriouſly circulated by them; except The 
| Diſpute Adjuſted, a pamphlet which con- 
tended that No TIME at all would be proper 
to apply to parliament for that purpoſe. 
They repreſented to all their friends and 
penſioners, as their ſucceſſors have done ſince, 
in order to quaſh the application, © That 
they had ſufficient evidence, that the appli- 
cation would greatly injure the cauſe—that 
the hope of ſucceeding, was not ſufficient 
to counterbalance the hazard of failing— 
that the great buſineſs which parliament 
had before it, rendered the application at 
that time ſtill more improper that it would 
be conſidered by ſome as a party affair— 
and that the dropping it would be more 
honourable, as well as ſafe.” They aſſured 

their 
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41 
their brethren alſo, that though Walpole 
had declared he would oppoſe the application, 
and continue the atts ſo hoſitle againſt them 
they might reſt confident, he was the Dz/- 
fenters firm and beſt friend, and therefore 
wiſhed them to put an end to the affair. 
Their parlour and tavern viſits, their cir— 
cular letters, and eaſy diſtribution of pamph- 
lets, at No exhence to themſelves, were fatal 
to the cauſe; and the corrupting, decertf ul 


minijler, again triumphed The leaders of 


the city Diſſenters were brought to reſolve, 


« That an application to parliament 
tor a repeal or explanaiion of the 
Corporation and Teſt Acts, is not 
likely to be attended with fſucceſs— 
and, that ſuch an application is by 
no means adviſeable.” 


The miniſters and deputies, who were 
truly independent, continued, however, to 
ſtruggle for an application, year after year, 
from 1732 till 1736, when they prevailed 
lo far as to have a bill brought into the 
Houle of Commons for the repeal of the 
above acts: but as the royal almoners, with 

B | their 
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Diſſenters at that time would have been 


unanimous in applying for the repeal of the 
Corporation and Teſt Acts THE REPROACH 
OF A PROTESTANT STATE! had it not been 
for the arts and influence of the royal almo- 
ners. The pamphlets written at that time 
againſt the propoſed application, were in- 
duſtriouſly circulated by them; except The 
Diſpute Adjuſted, a pamphlet which con- 


tended that No TIME at all would be proper 


to apply to parliament for that purpoſe. 


They repreſented to all their friends and 


penſioners, as therr ſucceſſors have done ſince, 
in order to quaſh the application, “ That 
they had ſufficient evidence, that the appli- 
cation would greatly injure the cauſe—that 
the hope of ſucceeding, was not ſufficient 
to counterbalance the hazard of failing— 
that the great buſineſs which parliament 
had before it, rendered the application at 
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their brethren alſo, that though Walpole 


had declared he would oppoſe the application, 


and continue the ads fo hoſtile againſt them 


they might reſt confident, he was the Dz/- 
enters ſerm and beſt friend, and therefore 


wiſhed them to put an end to the affair. 
Their parlour and tavern viſits, their cir— 
cular letters, and eaſy diſtribution of pamph- 
lets, at no expence to themſelves, were fatal 
to the cauſe; and the corrupiing, deceiiful 
miniſter, again triumphed- 
the city Diſſenters were brought to reſolve, 


« That an application to parliament 
tor a repeal or explanaiion of the 
Corporation and Teſt Acts, is not 
likely to be attended with ſucceſs— 
and, that ſuch an application is by 
no means adviſeable_” 


The miniſters and deputies, who were 
truly independent, continued, however, to 
ſiruggle for an application, year after Year, 


from 1732 till 1736, when they prev ailed 
lo far as to have a bill brought into the 


Houſe of Commons for the repeal of the 


above acts: but as the royal almoners, with 
Þ their 
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their adherents, openly oppoſed it, Walpole 


pleaded the diſunion of the Diſſenters on the 
affair, and preſently kicked it out. In one 
of the audiences which Sir Robert honoured 


the active Diſſenters with at that time, he 


ſaid, hat things were not in a ſiluation to 
aſſiſt them; but that adminiſtration WAS In- 
clined to fhew them a Favour.” —To which 
one of the committee indignantly replied, 
« Fi, we are not come to ASK A FAVOUR; but 
as the beſt ſubjefts of government, TO APPLY 


FOR JUSTICE.” Walpole on this turned to 


one near him, and whiſpered, / all the 
diſſenting miniſters were like this man, we 
MUST /igve Compiled with their requeſt.” 


A late reſpectable member of the London 
body of miniſters*, was fo ſenſible of the 
baneful influence of the Regium Donum, on 
this occaſion, and the hoſlile operations of 


the miniſters who maintained this connexion. 


with the exchequer, againſt the bill for the 
repeal of the Teſt Act, and againſt every 
meaſure not agrecable to the treaſury bench, 


* Dr, Ch.. 
that 
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C13 1 
that the very month it was rejected, April, 
1736, he made the following motions at a 
general meeting of the body :— 

« That the recciving of money from 
perſons in power by diſſenting miniſ- 
ters, and diſtributing it privately in 
charities without account, is difap- 
proved by this aſſembly.” 

„ That the names of thoſe miniſters. 
might be mentioned, who received 


"Ys money from the e in 
power.“ 


Notwithſtanding the tenderneſs of the 
cenſure - though the abilities of the mover 
were far ſuperior to thoſe of the almoners, 


and the Regium Donum had then exiſted but 


thirteen years, the receivers of it had power 
to quaſh the motions—and ſo great is their 
power, that if ſimilar motions were now to 


be made, probably they would not ſuffer 


them to ſtand on record. 


It will be of little moment to trace the 
almoners, and name them from Drs. C---y, 


E- s, H -s, Mr. T---g, &c. with their 


B 2 paymaſter 


LW 


paymaſter, Dan Burgeſs, ſecretary to the 


then Princes of Wales, down to the prefent 


lift. Indeed, according to the miniſterial 
command, this Regium Donum was for many 
years a profound ſecret; and not till the 
commencement of Lord Bute's treaſury reign, 
were the names of all the almoners known. 


Under the Walpole, Pelham, and Newcaſtle 
adminiſtrations, the late Dr. St---t (an anti- 


pædobaptiſt miniſter) was the oſtenſible 


man, and ruler; his fon ſucceeded him, 


and now rules. 


Lord Bute thought proper, in the year 
1762, to diſplace the then ſet of almoners, 
and conferred the honour on Dr. Chr, 
with an unlimited power of diſpoſal, and 
choice of aſſociates. This gentleman had 
for years conſtantly inveighed agazn/t the 
Regium Donum, and the receivers of it, and 
had publicly moved as above, againſt both 
thing and perſons: but he fell, like other 
brethren, before the treaſury idol, forſook his 
old friends, and even employed his talents 
againſt them in party elections, &c. &c. 
Such was the pernicious influence of the 


Regium 
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Regium Donum with this great man !—and 
to pleaſe his courtly patron ſtill more, he 


reſolved to carry an addreſs of congratu- 


lation on the late honourable peace from his 


brethren to the throne. This was accord- 


ingly moved by him, and debated with great 


warmth at two ſeveral meetings. At the 


laſt of them, it was reſolved, 


«© That they were ready to addreſs his 


majeſty on all proper occaſions, to 
teſtify their loyalty to his perſon 


and government ; but as the Lon- 


don clergy of the eſtabliſhment had 


not addreſſed on the peace, whom 
they uſually followed on occaſions of 
this kind, therefore, the farther con- 
ſideration of the affair ſhould be 


deferred, till the clergy ſhould ad- 


dreſs.” 


Very few hands, out of ſixty-five perſons 


then preſent, were againſt this reſolution ; 


and yet three weeks after, the body were 
again ſummoned by this royal almoner on 


the ſame affair, and ke carried it. Great 


B 3 wers 
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were the number of converts in a few 


days! | 


To this gentleman's praiſe, however, be 


it remarked, he put the Regium Donum on 


a better footing than it had ever been—he 
allociated with him ſix miniſters and nine 
lay gentlemen; and at their firſt meeting 
they made the following ſtanding rule: 


« That this charity ſhall be extended 
for the relief of poor miniſters, the 
widows of ſuch miniſters, ſuch of 
their children as are excluded from 
the widow's fund, ſtudents for the 
miniſtry, and the building or repair- 
ing of meeting houſes.” 


They ordered alſo, that receipts ſhould 
be taken by the almoners, expreſſing, that 
the money given was charity entruſted to 
their diſpofal, and that theſe receipts ſhould 
be produced, and diſhurſements audited an- 
nually. This, it muſt be confeſſed, was a 
better and more public way of diſtribution, 


than had been prattiſed by former al- 
moners. | 


However, 
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However, on Lord Bute's withdrawing, 
the old fe! ſtruggled hard to obtain again 
the purſe, with which they well knew (by 
years expcrience) were connected the ſeat 
of pre-eminence, and the throne of power 
among their brethren. They ſucceeded 
the Rockingham adminiſtration reinſtated 


them, and Dr. Ch---r had the mortification 
to hear his plan of diſtribution cenſured, at 


the time he was boaſting of its ſuperiority 


to the other. A noble lord told him, © the 


Money was not deſigned to paſs through Lav 
HANDS,” He had found eccleſiaſtics to be 
the beſt tools; and a noble duke boaſted but 


a few years ſince, when one was ſpeaking 


of the {ſtrength and importance of the Dil- 


ſenters, © that it did not coſt adminiſtration 


half jo much to MANAGE THEM, as to purchaſe 
a PALTRY BOROUGH.” 


Notwithſtanding the bancſul tendency 
and effects of the Regium Donum, many 
Diſſenters have contended, that ſtill it is of 
great benefit to the intereſt, as relieving 
many poor miniſters, with their widows hand 

children, 
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children, repairing their places of worſhip, 
and upholding many antipædobaptiſt con- 1 
gregations in the country, which, without | 
this royal bounty could not exiſt. But theſe 
advocates ſhould conſider, that as the money 
is not deſigned by the treaſury, ſo it is not 
limited by the preſent almoners to ſuch 
_ uſes. But if every farthing were thus ap- 
plied, what are all its advantages when 
weighed againſt the diſgrace it fixes upon 
the Diſſenters, as penſioners and tools of every 
adminiſtration ? 5 | 


A few years paſt, a very reſpeQable per- 
fon, then in a high office, was much offended 
with his friend, a late eminent diſſenting 

miniſter near London, for the complaints 
he made on behalf of his brethren, of the 
difficulties they laboured under in point of 
religious liberty; and retorted, © i was well 
known they recerved A HANDSOME SUM OF 
MONEY rom government to SILENCE their | 
complaints as well as their appiications—there- | 
fore, they ſhould either nosLy throw uþ the | 
grant, or remain in ſilence. 


The 


BS 

The troubles and evils produced by the 
Regium Donum among the body of miniſters 
themſelves, 1s too well known. It hath 
been an Achan's wedge in their camp. It 
hath furniſhed ſome with means to encou- 
rage ſeparations, and ſupport parties and 
diviſions in city and country. It hath 
enabled former almoners to appear at public 
collections, charity dinners, &c. &c. as very 
rich, or exceedingly generous, to the diſpa- 
ragement of their brethren. The poor 
country miniſters have eſteemed them ſu- 
perlatively benevolent and godlike, believ- 
ing their donations to be their own pro- 
perty ; and have been led to hghtly eſteem 


and cenſure other London miniſters as 


covetous or hard-hearted, becauſe their 


benefactions were not equal to thoſe of the 
Regium Donum men. But the greateſt evil 
is, it hath procured the almoners an influ- 
ence and power both in city and country 
that is dangerous, and may be fatal to the 
cauſe at large. | 


The diſſenting miniſters, by their puſil- 
lanimous conduct reſpecting the Regium 
Donum (which, with equal propriety, hath 

been 


r —— 
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been otherwiſe ſtiled huſh-money ) ſeem not 
to have conſidered the axiom, that a tree 
which has but juſt taken root may be re- 
moved by a fingle hand; but let it alone, 
it will ſtrike ſo deep, and grow ſo high, that 
thouſands cannot root it up from its foun- 
dation. The head of a ſpring may be ſtop- 
ped with a very ſmall dam, but when fuf- 
tered to take its courſe, encreaſing to a 
large river, it fills the country, and an army 
of elephants cannot paſs it. It is, therefore, 
high time for the London miniſters either 
to reprobate this connection with admini- 
{tration, or to prove to the treaſury, that 
the gentlemen who receive the 1700. an- 
nually without account, however reputable 
and worthy, as chriſtians and miniſters, are 
not the repreſentatives of the body, 1 in that or 
any other point. 


The famous penſioner, Shebbeare, in one 
of his ſcurrilous pamphlets, hath made this 
Regium Donum an additional topic of abuſe 
againſt the Diſſenters: © No ſooner (ſays 
he) was his majeſty enthroned, than their 
teachers, either becauſe the annual Jum 
which, by his grandfather had been given 


KmOong 


1 
among chem, was diminiſhed, or no longer 
paid, began to feel their conſciences again 
grow tender. God, like the Diana of the 
Epheſians, was now once more to be ſerved 


in their own way (by rebellious practices) 


becauſe by that craft they had their wealth,” 
p. 177.—Though the whole paragraph is 
utterly void of truth, like the reſt of his 
libel againſt the friends of religious and 
civil liberty, yet it contributes to evince 
the propriety and neceſſity of d. opping the 


connection. 


If the minifters ſhould not chuſe to wipe 
off this ſtain which is upon them, and xen— 
der what may be called the moral charafter of 
their body, reſpectable — if they ſhould not 
chuſe to be free, and put an end to this 
undue influence and ſovereign power the 
cauſe of ſo many evils—an effefual and 


elernal bar to the Diſſenters obtaining any of 


their JUST RIGHTS, civil or Trehgious—it is 
hoped that what are called the Lay Diſſen— 
ters, who are ſtill numerous, and reſpectable 
for underſtanding, fortune, and indepen- 
dence, will ſtand forth; ſurcly, %e noble 
cauſe of RELIGIOUS LIBERTY will not be 

[oriaken 
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forſaken by them. One reſolution of 
theirs — which is as obvious, as juſt and 
pradticable, will annihilate the GOLDEN 
wEDGE—then, there will be no more ſuch 
folly in Ifracl, as hath been apparent ever 
ſince the year 1723, by means of this pal- 
try ſtipend. The Proteſtant Diſſenters will 
no longer be the laughing ſtock, and dupes 


ol courtiers; nor their miniſters the hire- 


lings of corrupt ſtateſmen—but being ani- 
mated by the ſpirit and principles of their 
anceſtors, they will ſay with one heart and 
one voice, © There can be no proper £9Ui- 
VALENT given us inſtead of the repeal of tle 
Txsr Laws, and the accepling ANY THING. 


which may carry the arpEaARANCE of ſuch 


EQUIVALENT, either in the opinion of the 
GIVER OT RECEIVER, Muſt be of the moſt per- 
nicious conſequence to the Ixð TERRE SAH and RE“ 
PUTATION of PROTESTANT Diss EN T ERS.“ 
Reſolutions of the Gentlemen of Oxon 
and Bucks, Lord Barrington in the Chair. 
An. 1732. 
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HE three following Letters are ſelected 

from the Morning Chronicle, as hav- 
ing principally occaſioned the preſent pub- 
lication :— 


To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle. 


SIR, 

HAVING obſerved in your paper ſome 
letters addreſſed to the Diſſenters on the 
ſubje& of the Regium Donum, I was induced 
to enquire of an intelligent perſon belong- 
ing to that body, how far the facts ſtated in 
thole letters were true. 


Conſidering the Diſſenters as entitled to 
the repeal of the Teſt Laws, I had always 
ſet my face againſt the perſecuting princi- 
ples of our High Church, Party : But when 
J learned that ſome of the heads of the Dif= 
' nters had formerly bartered away their 

C e rights 


E 


rights for the annual donation of the paltry 
ſum of C. 1700, and that their deſcendants 
ſtill continue to receive thoſe wages of iniquity, 
I began to think that it was becoming the 
public virtue of that body cither to give up 
the Regium Donum, or for ever to remain 


filent reſveling the repeal. 


I am told, that the great body of the 
Dillenters know nothing of the Regium Do- 
num ; that to moſt of their London Mini— 
ſters, it is @ profound my/tery ; and that Dr. 
St---t, with two or three others, diſpoſe of 
it, and account only to themſelves for the dil- 
tribution. If this be the caſe, I think Dr. 
St— t and his colleagues, ought not to Hel- 
ter themſelves in ſilence : they have frequent- 
ly been adverted to, and a regard to their 
own characters demands that they ſhould 
give the particulars of this matter to the 
public. Many moderate churchmen are, 
like myſelf, friendly to the repeal of the 
Teſt Laws; but can the Diſſenters expect 
our future ſupport if they perſiſt in receiv- 
ing ſo paltry a ſum as an equivalent for the 
ſurrender of their civil rights? 

An 


1 J 


An ingenious correſpondent has, in this 
_ day's paper, given a different account of 
the origin of the Regium Donum : He ſays 
that Walpole gave it the Diſſenters for the 
expreſs purpole of creating @ fund, that 
ſhould, in time, be ſufficient to purchaſe 


the conſent of the biſhops, and a majority 


of the legiſlature, to the repeal of the Cor- 
poration and Teſt Acts. If this were, in— 
deed, the fact, the money may have been 
accumulating to this day, and thoſe who 


receive it do right in keeping it to them- 


ſelves. But I am inclined to doubt the 
truth of it, as not being conſiſtent with 
thoſe maxims by which that ſtateſman go- 
verned himſelf. That every man has his 
price, he frequently inſiſted; but the plan 
for buying up the biſhops and the parlia- 
ment, was much too remote to anſwer his 
intereſted views. It ſeems pretty evident, 
conſidering the character of Walpole, that 
the Regium Donum was deſigned to recon- 
cile the Diſſenters to their preſent degraded 
ſtate in ſociety. Certainly every applica- 
tion for relief, while they receive the price 
of ther freedom, is as unreaſonable, as it 
is unjuſt, 
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In the London Magazine, 1775, p. 346, 
there is the following note:“ A curious 
hiftory of the Diſſenters Regium Donum, and 
its baneful influence and effefts, was publiſhed 
in our Magazine for laſt November.” If 
any of your readers have the London Ma- 
gazine for November, 1774, I hope they 
will favour the public with a ſight of this 


cu1ious hiſtory. I, for one, ſhould be par- 
Oy Aeli. 


I cannot cotdhutle without calling upon 
Dr. St---t, Dr. R---s, and the other gentle- 
men who have the diſpoſal of this money, 
to come forward and ſet the public right 
reſpecting the origin, and the application of 
it: and at the ſame time declaring, that it 
ſeriouſly becomes THE WHOLE BODY 7 give up 
for ever all claim to it, as they value their 
characters as friends to liberty, and their 
conſiſtency as Diſſenters. 


XN ENQUIRER. 
Sept. 12, 1792. 


To 


FF 3 


To C. S. 
SIR, 

I LOSE no time in acknowledging myſelf 
highly indebted to you for the publi- 
cation, in this day's paper, of the very 
curious hiſtory of the Regium Donum. I per- 
ceive, that my conjetture reſpetting the 
patposel for which it was given, was pro— 
perly founded; and that whatever degra— 
dation the Diſſenters now ſuſtain as citizens, 
mult be charged to che account of their 
deſpicable anceſtors, who meanly, and I will 
add, wickedly bartered their civil rights for 
a contemptible bribe. 


If ſuch was the treachery of thoſe men, 
is it not W in the conduct of their 
deſcendants? What muſt we think of 
their ſhameleſs audacity, who, while they 
continue to receive this bribe, preſume to 
ſolicit the repeal of the Teft Laus? Can any 
thing be more clear, than the bargain ori- 
ginally entercd into? Is it conſiſtent with 
the rules of honourable dealing, that men 
ſhould pocket the purchaſe-money, and 
Cg attempt 


© 7 


attempt to withhold the article purchaſed? 


It is plain the Diſſenters have been soup ro 


THE STATE, and themſelves have ratified the 
bargaim near SEVENTY TIMES: ſurely then, 
there can be neither common ſenſe nor 
common honeſty, in their perſiſting to claim 
a repeal. 


I am greatly ſurpriſed that the delegates, 
appointed by the Diſſenters to ſuperintend 
their civil concerns, have never taken. this 
matter up. Their filent acquieſcence in 
this ſhameful buſineſs would juilify the 


ſuſpicion, that they are under the zmmedate 


influence of the Regium Donum men, and par- 
takers of their guilt, However this may 


be, my duty, as a member of the eſtabliſhed 


church, will lead me to oppoſe, as far as I 


can, any attempt to procure a repeal, till 


they have the honeſty to diſavow ſo corrupt 


a connexion ; and till the whole body of the 
Diſſenters reject, as becomes them, /o BAsx, 
fo scANDALOUsS, and ſo WICKED A COMPRO- 
ISE. They certainly have it in their 
power to call Doctors St---t, R---s, &c. 


to an account; and they ought, in juſtice 


10 


41 0 3 
to their own characters, to od/ige thoſe Re- 
gium Donum men for ever to relinquiſh it. 
AN ENQUIRER. 
Sept. 18, 1792. 


To this letter the judicious Editor of 
the Morning Chronicle added the following 
remarks:— 


* * The circumſtance of the Regium Do- 
num, leems to have been almoſt utterly un- 
known to the public, before the late diſ- 
cuſſion of che ſubjett in the Morning Chro- 


nicle. It muſt have been unknown to the 


zealous defenders of the church, who could 
not have omitted ſo advantageous an argu- 
ment, as that the Diſſenters had accepted a 
pecuniary compenſation for their civil liberties, 
and bartered away the birthright of their 
poſterity for ever. Neither do the Diſſen- 
ters, in general, ſeem to have been aware 
of the compromiſe. Our correſpondent is 
undoubtedly-in the right, when he ſays, that 
till the Diſſenters reje& this compromiſe, 
they ought not to expect a repeal of the Teſt 

8 Laws. 


—— 


ERA 
a0 


my WE 
25 


S 


+ 


3 _ 3 
E es” eas 


— SR - 
OY — 


pitiful a conſideration with juſt diſdain. 


- 2 5 C2 — IP = — . 1 N 
ES 2 2 — 1 _ y "Ps 0 * - k N 
- — —— —— — - . . c : 
BLADES 3/2 ” Sage : 5 1 SS VE re ” = ws 2 g 2 * ** 5 . e 7 p — z 
8 T P. BOS a: 5. FTT — ͤ ... ˙ ay 4 r d 
. . ̃ ² . ˙ 2. EE CFFECCCEC Tr UTI; * eee —— e > — * * * i: 288 8 . a 1 
. 5 , 7 \ 


. 2 GT "HS "Na An 

5 2 - . my = 2 * 

ne» 3 be ne — . N2->, "He, 
TP a a mr as 


a 


Laws, We make no queſtion, that the 
Diffenters will be ready to relinquiſh fo 


E. 


To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle. 


Sin, 
I AM indebted to ſeveral of your late 


correſpondents, and eſpecially C. S. for 
throwing ſome light on that very obſcure 


ſubject, the © Regium Donum, and as I 
agree with © An Enquirer,” in your paper 
of this day, that the whole body of the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters ought, by ſome public 


act, to diſavow a tranſattion ſo unworthy, 


which muſt have been either a bribe for ſilence, 
or a compromiſe for juſtice, I ſhall take the 
firſt opportunity to introduce the ſubject 
beſore the deputtes and delegates appointed 
to obtain the repeal of the Teſt Laws. 


Perhaps the Enquirer may not know, that 
the general body of deputies for the civil 
concerns of Diſſenters, are choſen only by 

the 
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the principal congregations in and about 
London.—From this body a committee 1s 
appointed to meet in London, with the de- 
legates from the Diſſenters in the different 
counties of England and Wales; in the 
latter capacity I have the honour to re- 
preſent the Diſſenters of a neighbouring 
county, who, I am ſure, would be aſhamed 
to derive, through the medium of the go- 
vernment, any advantages, but the attain= 
ment and ſecurity of their rights as citizens; 
and I cannot ſerve them to my own ſatiſ- 
faction, without promoting an enquiry into 
a buſineſs, which, on an expreſſion of the 
will of the Diſſenters, will ſurely be given 
up, or elſe moſt juſtly regarded as a private 
tranſattion between the treaſury and its 
reverend almoners. The names mentioned 
on this occaſion are truly reſpectable. How 
theſe gentlemen can accept a truſt, for the 
due execution of which they have no apparent 
means of accounting—or how Diſſenters can 
ſubmit to be he ſervants of a court, that 
NEGLECTS and oPPRESSES them, is not for 
me to determine. 


By 


SS. [#1 


1. By a ſilent acquieſcence, we have ap- 
| peared to “ approve the deeds of our fa— 
9 thers,”” and the ſeverity with which te En- 


Sept. 20, 1792. 


FINIS. 


guirer entails upon us their guilt, are but 
* the faithful wounds of a friend, for I 
pleaſe myſelf with ſuppoſing, that through 
the channel of your informing paper, I 
correſpond with a churchman of the rare, 
but valuable Hoadleyan race. 


J. T. R. 


